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The page-turning love story of two exceptional
20th-century garden makers, written by one
of Tennant’s granddaughters.

Reviewer Ambra Edwards is a writer and garden historian.

This book is only tangentially
about gardens. And yet gardens
form the very core of the

story, for it is above all through
gardens that the love is
expressed between the
competent, clever, deeply
musical painter and campaigner
Nancy Tennant, and the much
younger object of her affections,
Humphrey Waterfield, who for
decades remained what we
might nowadays call her ‘gay
best friend’. Yet the term
hardly does justice to the deep
and complex relationship
between this generous-hearted
woman and her charming,
gifted, emotionally infantile
and monstrously selfish,
not-quite-lover.

Shortly before the Second
World War, they began work
on a garden together, Hill
Pasture, near Nancy’s family
home in Essex. News of the
garden, with Nancy’s lyrical
evocation of springtime in
England, is what sustains
Humphrey through the
brutalities of war. On his
return, it becomes his purpose,
admired by the early 1970s as

EDEN’S KEEPERS: THE

Clearview Books, £25
ISBN 978-1908337634

From indoor displays to plant-inspired self-help and thewild

The
Gardener’s ¢
Yearbook -~

(gl o
Amonth by-monthguide ¥
1o gesting the mast frot yous plot

‘the most beautiful small
garden in England’.

However, for most gardeners,
Waterfield is more closely
associated with Le Clos du
Peyronnet, the internationally
famous garden in Menton,
France. This was the home of
his parents, hastily abandoned
when the Nazis invaded France,
and restored from ruin after the
war to become one of the great
glories of the Riviera. Save for
a few blurry, black-and-white
photos, there is frustratingly
little about it.

Nor is there more than
passing mention of Abbots
Ripton Hall, the garden
Waterfield designed in
Cambridgeshire (not Yorkshire
—an editorial oversight) or the
work he did at Greys Court.

So those seeking to learn
more about this still relatively
little-known artist-gardener
(the famous American designer
Lanning Roper, for one, rated
him, eulogising his talents in
Country Life) will feel short-
changed, but all can enjoy
a poignant love story, rich
in historical detail.
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Both a field guide and cookbook

for budding foragers, with
illustrations by one of the ‘
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How to embrace a natural

approach to gardening. Divided into

sections for different garden areas,
from flowerbeds to water features.
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